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25X1A ; 
MEMORANDUM FOR: CIA Member, EXCUBCOM 


SUBJECT * Comments on DIA Draft--Inadvertent Overflight Guidelines 


are 


Obviously the first question, aside from the details of the proposal, 
is why are the procedures being proposed? What is the reason for this? 
What is the particular concern for national security that would justify 
these actions? We believe DIA/DOD should submit written justification for 
the need for such actions before the specific proposal is even considered. 
We can see no reason why these procedures should be authorized. 


2. There is no rational reason why photography resulting from inad- 
vertent overflights should be withheld from the rest of the intelligence 
community. There might very well be valuable intelligence imaged. This 
material should be distributed routinely as with the rest of the mission. 

It would be very difficult to pry this material out of DIA. The “disposition 
determination" should not be left to DIA. 


3. We see no problem with a separate IPIR/SUPIR on intelligence from 
the inadvertent overflight material being a higher classification and trans- 
mitted separately. However, it should be given normal dissemination and 
not restricted to DOD and withheld from the rest of the community. 


4, The preparation of a false and misleading mission track is 
deplorable. It is also rather ridiculous to try and deceive the normal 
recipients of the film when the missing frames will be quite obvious. 

Such deliberate falsification of official records must surely be prohibited, 
if not by statute then certainly by government operating regulations. 


5. At best, if these procedures are approved, they would certainly 
obfuscate the whole issue of inadvertent overflights. At worst, it appears 
that DOD is attempting to get concurrence from the intelligence community 
to cover up, falsify records and withhold evidence whereby inadvertent 
overflights could be proved. Such guidelines would also encourage a field 
commander to “authorize” overflight on his own, knowing it would not be 
revealed. It is one thing to try and prevent unauthorized disclosure by 
tighter security precautions and quite another to expurgate the official 
records. We do not believe the intelligence community should be party to 
this type of an arrangement in any way. 
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